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April 7, 2021 
 

Preliminary Finding of No Significant Impact 
To All Interested Citizens, Organizations, and Government Agencies 

 
Athens County, City of Athens – Athens County 
US 50 Sanitary Sewer Improvements Phase 5, 

Athens City to County Sewer Extensions  
Loan Numbers:  CS390005-0011, CS390124-0023 

 
The attached Environmental Assessment (EA) is for the construction of sanitary sewer extensions 
and pump stations from the US 50 corridor area in Athens County to the City of Athens wastewater 
treatment plant (WWTP), to serve unsewered neighborhoods and homes, which the Ohio 
Environmental Protection Agency intends to finance through its Water Pollution Control Loan Fund 
(WPCLF) below-market interest rate revolving loan program.  The EA describes the project, its costs, 
and expected environmental benefits.  We would appreciate receiving any comments you may have 
on the project.  Making available this EA and seeking your comments fulfills Ohio EPA’s 
environmental review and public notice requirements for this loan program. 
 
Ohio EPA analyzes environmental effects of proposed projects as part of its WPCLF program review 
and approval process.  We have concluded that the proposed project should not result in significant 
adverse environmental impacts. More information can be obtained by contacting the person named 
at the end of the attached EA. 
 
Any comments on our preliminary determination should be sent to me at the email address of the 
contact named at the end of the EA.  We will not act on this project for 30 calendar days from the date 
of this notice.  In the absence of substantive comments during this period, our preliminary decision 
will become final.  After that, Athens County and the City of Athens can then proceed with applications 
for the WPCLF loan. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Jonathan Bernstein, Assistant Chief  
Division of Environmental & Financial Assistance 
 
 
Attachment 
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
 
 
 
Project Identification 
 
Projects: US 50 Sanitary Sewer Improvements Phase 5 

Athens City to County Sewer Extensions 
 
Applicants:  Athens County 
  15 S. Court Street 
  Athens, OH 45701 
 

City of Athens 
  8 E. Washington Street 
  Athens, OH 45701 
 
Loan Numbers: CS390005-0011, CS390124-0023 
 
Project Summary 
 
Athens County has requested $4,484,305 from the Ohio Water 
Pollution Control Loan Fund (WPCLF) to construct a new 
sanitary sewer collection system and pump stations for the US 
50 corridor. The City of Athens has requested $2,758,000 from 
the WPCLF to provide regional sewer service extensions to 
Athens County. The entire project cost estimate is 
approximately $46.8 million which includes future phases.  
 
These two projects are part of a large multi-phased 
regionalization effort that have been in planning since the late 
1990s to connect failing household sewage treatment systems 
(HSTS) to larger existing wastewater treatment systems. The 
Athens County Commissioners have been working together 
with the City of Athens on the development of a sanitary sewer 
project to serve 18 different subdivisions in the northwest portion of the County, in the US 50 
corridor, to address health and safety issues due to failing HSTS. The proposed system has been 
designed to serve approximately 1,100 users and includes gravity sanitary sewer, 17 lift stations, 32 
grinder pumps, and force main which send flows to the City of Athens for treatment. As part of this 
regionalization effort, six smaller package wastewater plants will be decommissioned, and their 

flows sent to the city of Athens wastewater treatment plant (WWTP).  
 
The US 50 sanitary sewer improvements (Phase 5) will extend sewer service to Happy Valley Mobile 
Estates and Baker Road area homes, where HSTS are failing and allowing untreated sewage 
discharges to contaminate surface water resources. The new sewer will connect approximately 168 
homes in Athens County to the City of Athens WWTP. 
 
Athens County and the City of Athens qualify for a 0% regionalization discount interest rate for their 
loan, and Athens County is eligible for up to $4,000,000 in principal forgiveness, which means this 
amount need not be repaid. The County will also receive an additional $500,000 state infrastructure 
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grants. Monthly sewer treatment service charges will be implemented for residents to pay for 
collection and the City of Athens to accept and treat the wastewater. This project will result in long-
term community water quality benefits to recreational and ground waters due to reduced public and 
environmental health threats caused by exposure to pathogens in untreated sewage.  Athens County 
anticipates construction of the Phase 5 sewer and lift stations to begin in fall 2021 after loan award 
in May 2021, and completion by 2024. 
 
History & Existing Conditions 
 
Athens County is located in southeast Ohio (See figures 1 and 2 for orientation). The US 50 corridor 
is an area of residential, commercial, and light industrial development between the City of Athens 
and the Village of Albany. As the US 50 corridor has grown as a transportation thoroughfare since the 
1990s, small municipalities are becoming connected, and the feasibility of a central sanitary waste 
collection system and treatment plant was studied. This project area study focused on the denser 
pockets of development with approximately 1,100 user accounts, with the goal of connecting as many 
individual septic system users as possible to a regionalized sewage collection system.  
 
The City of Athens WWTP was originally built in 1954, and has been updated and improved as 
recently as 2021. The WWTP is permitted for a daily average flow of 4.8 million gallons per day 
(MGD), and discharges treated wastewater to the Hocking River on the east side of the city. The liquid 
treatment facilities include influent pumping, aerated grit removal, manual bar screening, primary 
clarification, aeration, final clarification, and chlorine disinfection. Facilities also include aerobic 
digesters, phosphate removal building, dewatering facility, return activated sludge pumping station, 
blower building, and vacuum filter building.  
 
The US 50 corridor sanitary sewer improvements would be broken down into a multi-phased 
approach, utilizing many funding sources to accomplish the entire cost of approximately $46.8 
million dollars. The subdivisions/areas to receive services include Hebbardsville, Selby Road, Glen 
(Phase 1), Nurad Road, Bennitta Lane, Knollwood (Phase 2), Pine Lane, Bentbrook, W. Carol Drive 
(Phase 3) Ervin, E. Beechwood (Phase 4), Baker Road, Happy Valley (Phase 5), Edgewood Lane, 
Whitland Avenue, Heatherstone (Phase 6), Country Club, Kramer (Phase 7), and Elliotsville Road, US 
56 (Phase 8). See Figure 2 for a map of the US 50 corridor subdivisions and areas. 
 
Currently there are no public sewers along the US 50 project area, including the Happy Valley and 
Bakers Road project area, or the surrounding area. Wastewater is discharged to individual HSTS 
which are failing based on observed fecal coliform bacteria contamination levels in surface water 
resources, including Margaret Creek.  
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Figure 2. Map of the US 50 corridor area southwest of the City of Athens. Unsewered areas are outlined 
in blue, proposed gravity sewer in pink, existing gravity sewer in brown, and US 50 crossings marked 
with a red star.  

 
Population and Flow Projections  
 
The population of Athens County is 65,563, with a US 50 corridor project area population of 
approximately 4,500 people, or 1,100 user accounts. The population of the City of Athens is 24,486.  
Wastewater flow estimates for the study area were calculated at approximately 487,000 gallons per 
day (gpd), with peak daily flows approximately 2 mgd. Over the twenty-year planning period of the 
study, flow projections were calculated to accommodate 0.3% annual population growth and larger-
scale developments. This would result in approximately 1,500 user equivalencies by 2030, or 
600,000 gpd average flow and 2.5 mgd peak flows. 
 
The Happy Valley and Baker Road area is a section of the overall study, with a population of 
approximately 335 people and an estimated wastewater flow of 58,000 gpd. The 20-year population 
and flow projections are 380 people with a wastewater flow of approximately 65,400 gpd. 
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Alternatives 
 
Several collection system alternatives and treatment technologies were considered, and three offsite 
wastewater treatment options considered.  
 
Retain Household Sewage Treatment System: While this option may seem attractive by the low cost, 
the negative implications outweigh the benefits. Space and soil limitations prevent HSTS from 
functioning properly. Regulatory trends from the health department and research guiding better 
management information indicate that lot sizes less than five acres are less suitable for on-site 
facilities. The US 50 corridor soils are not well drained and are prone to flooding, risking of overflow 
of untreated sewage, potentially contaminating surface water resources and drinking water well 
sources. Cost is perceived as lower when residents are presented with a new monthly sewer bill, 
however a new septic system costs $5,000 to $25,000 to replace. Overall, full replacement of HSTS, 
proper operation and maintenance, and health department regulation makes HSTS an unfeasible 
option. 
 
Conventional gravity collection system: Gravity sewer is the most simple and prevalent method to 
convey wastewater using the force of gravity to move waste through buried pipes. Where gravity 
becomes impractical due to depth required, a lift station comprised of pumps and automated controls 
and pressurized pipe is constructed to return the flow to a depth where the use of gravity is feasible 
again. Gravity sewer has a useful life span exceeding 80 years, and pump stations 7-10 years. Low 
maintenance requirements generally make this an ideal and a cost-effective option. Gravity sewer 
construction is most simple when installed in rights-of-way and along roads, but may also require 
easements, stream crossings, and other land acquisitions. However, implementation of gravity sewer 
in the hilly US 50 project area would require many lift stations, which would be a disadvantage to 
this alternative.  
 
Small-diameter gravity system: This alternative uses septic tanks for removal of solids and installs 
small-diameter gravity pipes to transport liquid waste. Advantages to this system include lower 
upfront costs than larger diameter pipes, and less excavation. Disadvantages include the use of septic 
tanks for this alternative, installed where they do not already exist, which may not be feasible in all 
areas of the US 50 corridor area. Septic tanks require regular pumping and maintenance, and can 
cause odor issues. Easement and/or property acquisition with this type of design is cumbersome as 
is the establishment of maintenance protocols for the on-site systems. This type of collection system 
would also require lift stations to avoid unreasonable installation depths. Small-diameter piping 
would not be able to accept increased flows for future growth. These systems are also known for their 
susceptibility to inflow and infiltration, are generally considered inferior technology, and were 
screened from further consideration in this project. 
 
Grinder pump collection system: This type of system uses low-pressure grinder pump lift stations that 
grind the sewage and transport it to the publicly owned force main. Each unit in a grinder pump 
system would serve one to three residences, requiring several stations with the trade-off being a 
shallow, pressurized, non-solids handling system. A pressurized system largely alleviates concern for 
inflow and infiltration, and the shallow depth requirements save on excavation costs. Disadvantages 
include reliance upon electricity to operate, which could cause sewer backups if power is lost for an 
extended amount of time. Maintenance can also be costly, as the life expectancy of a grinder pump is 
estimated at only 5 to 15 years. And, like the small-diameter system option, easement and/or 
property acquisition aspects are cumbersome, as is the establishment of maintenance protocols for 
the on-site systems or the question of septic system ownership transfer to the public entity.  
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Septic Tank Effluent Pumping (STEP) System: A STEP system could easily be visualized as a hybrid 
between a grinder pump system and a small-diameter gravity system. Like a small-diameter system, 
septic tanks are used to remove solids, and gravity is used to convey the wastewater from the 
residence to a lift station. The system then transitions to the use of a pressurized force main, similar 
to a grinder pump system, to transmit the waste to the treatment facility. The pressure allows for the 
advantages of shallow depth construction and also quells concerns of inflow and infiltration. The 
disadvantages are the need for electricity, septic tanks, and maintenance. STEP systems are best 
suited for areas with low population density and a low likelihood for future growth. Due to these 
traits, this alternative was removed from consideration for this project. 
 
Treatment Alternatives: There are three existing wastewater treatment facilities in the project 
planning area: The Plains, the Village of Albany, and The City of Athens. Building a new treatment 
facility was also considered. 
 
The Plains: This alternative utilizes an existing, Athens County-owned facility for treatment of waste 
flows from the US 50 corridor. Located approximately five miles from the northernmost tip of the 
project planning area for this report, The Plains WWTP has a National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) permitted capacity of 600,000 gpd. Presently, The Plains WWTP 
experiences average daily flows of roughly 300,000 gpd, and wet weather peak flows of 900,000 gpd. 
The Plains WWTP utilizes contact stabilization treatment technology in three existing units which 
receive flows split from the plant headworks. The facility is located north of Athens, on a 10-acre plot 
and is in good working condition.  
 
This option would require increasing the size of The Plains WWTP and adding flow would greatly 
increase the outfall to the small tributary that the facility discharges to, upstream of the Hocking 
River. Expansion of the WWTP to accommodate 2.0 mgd would include existing flow and the 20-year 
average daily flow projections from the US 50 corridor. Challenges were available land, 
embankment/fill, site piping and sludge management as the WWTP has inadequate sludge storage. 
Construction of the expansion would require a sludge press and sludge holding facility, three new 
contact stabilization treatment cells, other plant maintenance, controls, piping, and embankment 
improvements. The increased WWTP facilities would need to be built above the floodplain, which 
would require adding significant amounts of soil to achieve. Approximately 25,000 feet of force main 
sewer would be needed to convey flows from the US 50 area to the WWTP, requiring 15 acres of 
easements. This alignment would need to cross many wooded areas and require significant tree 
clearing, which is a substantial environmental impact, and would be difficult to maintain across the 
cross-country force main alignment due to the hilly topography (See Figure 3 for map). 
 
Advantages of this option include no capacity fees and use of a single county-owned treatment plant 
and maintaining single-owner control of the infrastructure. Disadvantages include the need for a 
substantial upgrade to the WWTP, a space-constrained site, proximity of the treatment facility to the 
project area, larger environmental impacts, and possible NPDES permitting restrictions. Operation 
and maintenance costs if The Plains treated the wastewater would be $366,200. 
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Figure 3. Alternative showing alignment the new sewer would follow if it were to connect the US 50 area 
with the Plains WWTP 

 
New Treatment Facility: This alternative involves constructing a new 2.0 mgd WWTP in the US 50 
corridor that would be owned by the County, near the confluence of Margaret Creek and the Hocking 
River. For planning purposes, it is anticipated that a new WWTP would utilize new headworks, 
extended aeration technology, and disposal of sludge via land application. Advantages include no 
capacity fees, retaining single owner county facilities, and closer proximity to the US 50 area. 
Disadvantages to locating a new WWTP near Margaret Creek include significant impacts to the 
environment, and NPDES outfall permitting challenges. More stringent outfall requirements may also 
increase the cost of the treatment technology. A new local WWTP would need to be located 
somewhere near Margaret Creek, preferably near an existing roadway. The amount of land required 
would likely be 4-10 acres to accommodate a 2.0 mgd plant, and the County does not currently own 
any suitable property. Additional land may be required if the County wanted to land apply solids.  
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City of Athens: This alternative utilizes the existing City of Athens WWTP located on East State Street 
and discharging to the Hocking River. The Athens WWTP is designed for 4.8 mgd and operates below 
its capacity at an average daily flow of 2.5 mgd. The facility uses extended aeration technology with 
primary and secondary clarifiers and aerobic digestion to treat flow, and uses land application for 
sludge disposal. The force main sewers required to connect to the Athens WWTP would be relatively 
short and most of the alignment could be placed in the right-of-way. The County has made recent 
improvements to their sludge handling and headworks facilities to position themselves to receive 
additional flows. 
 
Advantages of this treatment option include general cost effectiveness and regionalization of 
treatment in the area and minimizing environmental impacts. Disadvantages of this option include 
the negotiation of capacity fee and treatment costs to the City of Athens and loss of local control. This 
alternative was selected as the preferred alternative due to the project cost and affordability, 
consideration of regionalization of treatment, and recognition of regulatory permitting challenges to 
alternative treatment sources. Operation and maintenance costs if the City of Athens treated the 
wastewater would be $314,200.  
 
Costs Comparison of Alternatives 
 

 

 
 
Figure 4. Project cost estimate comparison for the alternatives described above. The lowest cost 
alternatives for collection systems and treatment alternatives are highlighted in yellow.  

 
Selected Alternative 
 
Athens City and County have chosen construction of a sanitary sewer to serve the 18 different 
subdivisions in the northwest portion of the county to address health and safety issues due to failing 
on-lot systems. The proposed system has been designed to serve approximately 1,100 users (See 
Figure 5 for Phase 5 location).  The City of Athens has agreed to accept the wastewater flow from the 
county’s US 50 corridor project for the average daily projected flow of 600,000 gpd, and daily peak 
flow of 2.0 MGD. The County will pay for and is responsible for maintaining all sewer lines, pump 
stations, and appurtenances.  
 
The project components will consist of approximately 2-inch to 8-inch force main horizontally 
directionally drilled (HDD); 12- to 16-inch steel casing bore; 8- to 10-inch gravity sewer installed by 
trench and HDD; 6-inch sanitary house connection services; 22 submersible lift stations; 32- grinder 
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lift stations; 10-inch gravity sewer; air/vacuum valves; approximately 1400 manholes; and guardrail. 
Roadway pavement and driveway restoration will also occur (See Figure 6).  
 
Waste collected from the proposed project areas will be treated at the City of Athens WWTP located 
on East State Street. The Hocking River will receive the discharge under an Ohio EPA issued NPDES 
permit. Pipeline will be constructed in the road rights-of-way or within private easements, as needed. 
All stream crossings will be made via HDD to avoid disturbing stream beds and aquatic habitat. 
 
In addition to the HSTSs being removed, six package WWTPs will be decommissioned as part of the 
project. The locations of the package plants are the following: Athens Golf & Country Club, Capstone 
Village Apartments, Happy Valley Estates, Heatherstone Village, Spreading Oaks MHP WWTP, and 
Village at Rolling Hills. The City of Athens will accept these flows for conveyance and treatment and 
will need to extend sewer service to city limits in order to do so. These sewer extensions are known 
as Athens City to County Sewer extensions, which includes three individual connections. 
 

 
 

Figure 5. Map of Phase 5 project area, Happy Valley Mobile Estates and Baker Road area at the tip of 
the black pointer 
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Figure 6. Map of US 50 corridor area southwest of Athens, with lift stations marked by name of 
neighborhood or street they serve 
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Figure 7. Map of the City of Athens marked in blue, with the US 50 corridor project area in light red. 

Existing utilities are marked. 
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Implementation  
 
Athens County and the City of Athens will finance these projects using multiple sources of funding 
including Ohio EPA loans and principal forgiveness, United States Department of Agriculture Rural 
Development grants (USDA-RD), an Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) grant, and an Ohio 
Development Services Agency Residential Public Infrastructure Program grant (ODSA-RPIP). The 
current estimate based on the original design for the project and additional future phases is 
approximately $46.8 million dollars which includes construction, design, engineering, legal, 
permits, land acquisition, capacity fees and contingencies. USDA funding totaling $34.8 million 
dollars has been secured with approximately 50% grant and 50% loan at an interest rate of 1.63%.  
 
To fund the US 50 Sanitary Sewer Improvements Phase 5 project, Athens County has applied to the 
WPCLF for a $4,484,305 loan, up to $4,000,000 of which is principal forgiveness and need not be 
repaid.  The remaining balance will be provided in the form of $500,000 in state infrastructure grant 
funds.  $1,055,000 is expected from the USDA-RD, and $650,000 from ODSA-RPIP, for a total project 
cost of $6,205,000. Residents of all Phases of the US 50 corridor projects began paying a $25 sewer 
financing monthly charge in January 2021 in anticipation of the construction beginning later this 
year, that will continue until 2023. Other phases of the US 50 corridor sewer project will have a 
similar financing charge preceding construction of each phase.  
 
During the 45-year loan period, Athens County will save approximately $6.89 million by using WPCLF 
financing, compared to the market rate of 2.04%.   
 
The projected residential user rate will be approximately $70 per month. This amount represents 
2.1% of the Athens County median household income (MHI) of $40,905, and 3.5% of the City of 
Athens MHI of $24,326, and although this is higher than typical sewer rates of 2%, it is understood 
that this is the most cost-effective option to remedy the failing HSTS and prevent further 
contamination of streams. The tap fee to connect residences to gravity sewers will be included in 
project costs and not paid by individual residents.  By receiving principal forgiveness, a below-market 
WPCLF loan rate, and other funding, costs to residents are minimized.  
 

Project Schedule 

 
Phases 1-4 contracts are anticipated to be awarded in spring 2021 with construction beginning early 
summer 2021.  These Phases will not be funded by Ohio EPA. Assuming loan award of the US 50 
sanitary sewer improvements project in May 2021, construction will be complete in December 2022. 
Phases 6, 7, and 8 are anticipated to proceed in 2022 with construction completed in late 2023. 
 
Public Participation 
 
This project has been in planning and assessment since the 1990s. Public meetings, news articles, 
and communication about the projects have provided updates to progress throughout various stages 
of planning. Recently, Zoom meetings were held in January 2021 for residents of the US 50 project 
areas, and a mailer sent out with public meeting information and a clear, concise sewer project 
update for all phases of the project including the sewer financing fee, connection placement, 
schedules, and what to expect.  
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Ohio EPA is unaware of opposition to or controversy about the project. Ohio EPA will make a copy of 
this document available to the public on its web page, available for comment for 30 days, and will 
provide it on request to interested parties.  
 
The following agencies reviewed this project’s planning information:  
 
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency  
Ohio EPA Division of Surface Water 
State Historic Preservation Office  
Ohio Department of Natural Resources  
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  
United States Army Corps of Engineers 
The Miami Tribe of Oklahoma 
 
None of the review agencies opposes the project. 
 
Environmental Impacts 
 
The project has the potential to affect the following features, but the effects will be reduced or 
mitigated to acceptable levels. Several agencies have reviewed this project and provided input and 
recommendations for best practices that minimize negative impacts to environmental features, as 
explained below.   
 
Air Quality: Athens County meets standards for the six regulated air pollutants (carbon monoxide, 
sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxide, lead, particulate matter, and ozone). During construction, dust and 
vehicle exhaust will be insignificant sources of local air pollution. Dust due to excavation in dry 
weather will be controlled by good housekeeping measures (minimizing the area of disturbed soil, 
road sweeping, dust suppression with water or other benign dust suppressant). Because of its 
temporary nature and the use of emissions controls on motorized equipment, construction vehicle 
exhaust will be an insignificant pollution source compared to background sources of motorized 
vehicle exhaust in the greater project area. Based on this information, the project should have no 
significant adverse short-term or long-term impacts on local air quality. 
 
Archaeological and Historical Resources, and Tribal Historic Resources: A Phase 1 cultural survey was 
performed in April 2017 for the US 50 corridor sanitary sewer project. Intensive visual inspection 
and subsurface testing of the project areas did not identify any archaeological remains, and therefore 
the project will not affect historic properties.  
 
Athens County is within the aboriginal homelands of the Miami Tribe. The Miami Tribe of Oklahoma 
was contacted and given an opportunity to comment and offer no objection to the proposed sewer 
project. However, due to the project’s location near an historically significant site, the Miami Tribe 
requested any historical reports and surveys performed on the project. If any human remains or 
Native American cultural items falling under the Native American Graves Protection and Patriation 
Act or archaeological evidence is discovered during any phase of the project, the Miami Tribe 
requests immediate consultation for the location of discovery.  
 
In the event of archaeological finds during construction, Ohio Revised Code Section 149.53 requires 
contractors and subcontractors to notify SHPO of any archaeological discoveries in the project area, 
and to cooperate with the Office in archaeological and historic surveys and salvage efforts when 
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appropriate. Work will not resume until a survey of the find and a determination of its value and 
effect has been made, and Ohio EPA authorizes work to continue. 
 
Aquatic Habitat, Endangered Species, Fish and Wildlife: The entire state of Ohio is within the range of 
the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), a state endangered and federally endangered species, the northern 
long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis), a state endangered and federally threatened species, the little 
brown bat (Myotis lucifugus), a state endangered species, and the tricolored bat (Perimyotis 
subflavus), a state endangered species. The following species of trees have relatively high value as 
potential Indiana bat roost trees to include: shagbark hickory (Carya ovata), shellbark hickory (Carya 
laciniosa), bitternut hickory (Carya cordiformis), black ash (Fraxinus nigra), green ash (Fraxinus 
pennsylvanica), white ash (Fraxinus americana), shingle oak (Quercus imbricaria), northern red oak 
(Quercus rubra), slippery elm (Ulmus rubra), American elm (Ulmus americana), eastern cottonwood 
(Populus deltoides), silver maple (Acer saccharinum), sassafras (Sassafras albidum), post oak (Quercus 
stellata), and white oak (Quercus alba). During the spring and summer, these species of bats 
predominately roost in trees behind loose, exfoliating bark, in crevices and cavities, or in the leaves. 
However, these species are also dependent on the forest structure surrounding roost trees. Tree 
cutting shall only occur from October 1 through March 31, which is outside of bat roosting season. 
Because these projects will occur within residential streets, yards, and rights-of-way, and any tree 
cutting will occur when bats are inactive and less likely to be using this habitat, these projects are 
unlikely to impact these species.  
 
The projects are within the range of the club shell (Pleurobema clava), a state endangered and 
federally endangered mussel, the sheepnose (Plethobasus cyphyus), a state endangered and federally 
endangered mussel, the fanshell (Cyprogenia stegaria), a state endangered and federally endangered 
mussel, the pink mucket (Lampsilis orbiculata), a state endangered and federally endangered mussel, 
the snuffbox (Epioblasma triquetra), a state endangered and federally endangered mussel, the 
threehorn wartyback (Obliquaria reflexa), a state threatened mussel, the fawnsfoot (Truncilla 
donaciformis), a state threatened mussel, the black sandshell (Ligumia recta), a state threatened 
mussel, channel darter (Percina copelandi), a state threatened fish, and the river darter (Percina 
shumardi), a state threatened fish. Due to the location, that there is no in-water work proposed in a 
perennial stream, and the use of HDD for all stream crossings, these projects are not likely to impact 
these species.  
 
The projects are within the range of the timber rattlesnake (Crotalus horridus horridus), a state 
endangered species, and a federal species of concern. The timber rattlesnake is a woodland species. 
In addition to using wooded areas, the timber rattlesnake also utilizes sunlit gaps in the canopy for 
basking and deep rock crevices known as den sites for overwintering. Due to the location, the type of 
habitat at the project sites, and the type of work proposed, this project is not likely to impact this 
species.  
 
The projects are within the range of the eastern spadefoot toad (Scaphiopus holbrookii), a state 
endangered species, and the mud salamander (Pseudotriton montanus), a state threatened species. 
This species is found in areas of sandy soils that are associated with river valleys. Breeding habitats 
may include flooded agricultural fields or other water holding depressions. Due to the location, the 
type of habitat at the project sites and within the vicinity of the project area, and the type of work 
proposed, these projects are not likely to impact this species.  
 
The projects are within the range of the black bear (Ursus americanus), a state endangered species. 
Due to the mobility of this species, these projects are not likely to impact this species. 
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The projects are within the range of the American Burying Beetle (Nicrophorus americanus), a 
federally listed endangered species. This species is a generalist, with areas to be of greatest potential 
suitable habitat including open upland forest with deep humic soils, fallow pastures and hayfields, 
and grasslands. Dense undergrow this not conducive to the beetle as it impedes mobility. Hydric and 
hardpan soils are no conducive to its excavations for brooding. Although suitable habitat for this 
species exists within the project area, survey data was provided from George Keeney to the USFWS, 
and they concur that construction will not adversely affect this species.  
 
Energy: These projects will require an increase in energy use to operate the new pump stations. 
However, this regionalization alternative to treat collected wastewater at an existing WWTP requires 
less energy than building new package WWTPs. By using gravity sewer to collect sewer where 
possible, the amount of force main sewer is reduced, and reduces energy use.  
 
Land use: Land use changes will be minimal. The new pump stations will occupy small footprints. 
Sewer lines and laterals will be installed by trenches through residential yards, rights-of-way, and 
small wooded areas. Trees will be cut where needed to install the new sewer, and adjacent trees 
conserved. The surface will be restored to the original condition after construction on residential 
property and right-of-way. Where the force main sewer will cross Margaret Creek, HDD under the 
creek will be used to avoid disturbing the stream bed.  
 
Local economy: Athens County will implement an annual $25 sewer financing monthly bill beginning 
in January 2021 until approximately the end of 2023 when the sewer is constructed, and residents 
can connect to it. A residential monthly sewer bill of $70 will begin three months after the sewer is 
constructed and residents have time to connect. The cost to decommission, crush and fill septic tanks 
will be $2,000 to $3,000 and will be paid by the property owner. The City of Athens will charge a 
$3,000 tap fee for residents for installation of new sanitary sewer taps within city limits, and plus an 
additional 50% for new users outside city limits. This cost is included in the project cost and is at no 
extra expense to users. By using low-interest financing, principal forgiveness, and state 
infrastructure grants, Athens city and county minimized the project cost and the economic impact on 
customers.  
 
Ground Water: Many Athens County residents obtain their water from private wells. Construction of 
the proposed gravity sewers is unlikely to affect private wells because excavation will be too shallow 
to encounter ground water.     
 
Safety, Traffic, Noise, and Aesthetics: Any aesthetics impacted will be temporary during construction, 
and land and streets will be returned to pre-construction conditions. Easements for construction 
work will be obtained. Residents will be notified before construction begins on their property or the 
sewer easement near their property, and access to their driveways will be available during the 
project. Residents will also have the opportunity to suggest a preferred place for the sewer 
connection line to run from the sewer to the household, by placing a marker flag. Construction best-
practice and safety standards will be followed by the contractor for this project as outlined in detail 
plan notes. The traffic control plan ensures that roads will remain open and all local businesses and 
homeowners will have access to their properties throughout construction. Construction will occur 
during daytime hours. Therefore, the projects will have no long-term change or adverse impacts on 
traffic, noise, or aesthetics. 
 
Surface Water Resources, Terrestrial Habitat, and Wetlands: Streams pass through the project area 
and the new force main sewer will cross under streams by HDD to avoid negative impacts to the 
creek. Stormwater and erosion control measures will be implemented, and silt fencing installed 
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around excavations to prevent silt and soil runoff to wetlands and streams. When dewatering needs 
to occur, proper settling and sedimentation measures will be taken to remove silt before allowing 
discharge to waterways. Surface water quality will be improved by preventing untreated sewage 
discharges from failing HSTS from entering waterways and wetlands. Trees will only be cut when 
necessary for construction in approved easements and rights-of-way, and seasonally to prevent 
disturbance to bat habitat. Construction will occur in rights-of-way, residential tree-lawn, and along 
roads to minimize disturbance to terrestrial woodland habitat present near much of the project 
areas. No construction will occur in wetlands. 
 
Unaffected Environmental Features:  The projects will have no adverse secondary (development-
related) environmental impacts.  No state or federal wild or scenic rivers, coastal zones, Sole Source 
Aquifers, or prime farmland are present. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Based upon Ohio EPA’s review of the planning information and the materials presented in this 
Environmental Assessment, we have concluded that there will be no significant adverse impacts from 
the proposed projects as they relate to the environmental features discussed previously.  This is 
because these features do not exist in the project areas, the features exist but will not be adversely 
affected, or the impacts will be temporary and mitigated.  These improvements will serve the entire 
project area, and no particular segment of the community will be faced with additional adverse 
impacts or be deprived of environmental benefits, compared to any other segment. For these reasons, 
these projects are not expected to result in any significant indirect or cumulative short-term or long-
term adverse environmental impacts. 
 
These projects will remove untreated sewage discharge sources caused by failing HSTS and 
regionalize residents of the US 50 corridor areas near the City of Athens. These projects will construct 
a new sewage collection system connected to the existing Athens WWTP, and remove sources of 
contamination, resulting in local public health and water quality benefits.  
 
Contact information 
 
Megan Osika  
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency  
Division of Environmental and Financial Assistance  
50 West Town Street, Suite #700  
Columbus, OH 43216-1049  
(614) 644-3661  
Megan.osika@epa.ohio.gov 
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